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Teachers ratify contract 


Opinions offered! 

Gloria Hasler and Doris Young, humanities teach- 
ers, wrote a letter of concerns to the IE A expressing their 
views about the teachers’ contract. (Alexander photo) 

Parents welcome 


By ALAN PRUITT 

Early Monday morning, 
September 28, Indianapolis 
Public Schools and Indianapolis 
Education Association (IEA) 
bargaining teams reached a 
tentative agreement on teacher 
contracts for the next two years. 

The contract was later over- 
whelmingly ratified by teachers 
on Oct. 1, and the threats of a 
citywide strike put to rest. 

Teacher salaries were once 
again the main issue; neither 
side was completely satisfied 
with the end result. 

The final contract gives a five 
percent and then a six percent 
raise over two years. 

The initial IPS offer was four 
percent increase the first year 
and a five percent the next. 

IEA, the teacher’s union, 
counter-offered with a proposal 
to change the present 16 step 
salary plan to a ten step plan for 
pay increases corresponding to 
teachers’ years of experience. 

IPS financial manager Rodney 


manage! Utility 

Open House set for PIT 


By PAM PERSON 
Parents In Touch (PIT) day 
will be Thurs., Oct. 22 at BR. * 
There will be no classes for 
pupils Open House day. 

PIT is a chance for parents to 
meet their pupils’ teachers. 
Parents may visit the teachers 
from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

The day will be divided into 20- 
30 minute periods according to 
Prin. Donald Glenn. 

Parents will be notified of PIT 
by cards mailed out by BR. 
Parents then pick out the time 
they would like to see specific 
teachers. 

There will be a question and 
answer session for the parents of 
freshmen at 6:30 p.m. in the 
lecture room. 


A senior forum for parents of 
seniors will be in the lecture 
room 7:30 p.m. 

Glenn said that the attendance 
of parents last year was en- 
couraging. He hopes this year 
will be even better. 

Glenn said more parent par- 
ticipation is needed especially 
for those pupils having problems. 

At the last open house, Sept. 24, 
“The turnout was very good,” 
Glenn said. “I think the parents 
appreciated the opportunity to 
meet the teachers,” he added. 

Glenn said that it is hard to get 

parents to come. He said it would 
be great if, “Pupils would en- 
courage their parents to come 
over.” 


Doris Young, Humanities 
teacher, says that PIT would be 
more effective if all the parents 
came for all pupils. It seems that 

parents who need to come be- 
cause their child is doing poorly 
don’t come. 

Young said, “Parents who are 
involved with their kids in school 
seem to have the pupils who per- 
form well.” 

For those parents who can not 
make it Oct. 22, they will be able 
to make an appointment with 
teachers for another day and 

time, according to Glenn. All 
they need to do is call the school 
and leave a message for that 
teacher. 


1988 Preludes to begin 


By LYDIA AMERSON 

The 1988 Prelude Award com- 
petitions for excellence in the 
arts will be Oct. 12, 13 and 14. 

BRHS pupils will compete 
against each other in six areas: 
dance, literature, instrumental 
music, vocal music, theater and 
visual arts. 



The Prelude Awards, co- 
sponsored by The Children’s Mu- 
seum and The Penrod Society, 
are prestigious awards which ac- 
cording to the sponsors “identify, 
encourage and reward students 
who show great potential in (the 
arts).” 

Four pupils will be chosen in 
each area from Broad Ripple to 
compete in the preliminary 
round against other Marion 
County high schools. 

From here, 96 pupils will be 
chosen to attend a one-week 
intensive workshop and the field 
will be narrowed to 24 pupils, 
who will be eligible to compete in 
the final round. 

At the final round, six pupils, 
one from each art area, will 
receive the Prelude Awards. 
Five of the six pupils will receive 
$1,000 scholarships to be used for 
their education after high school. 

One pupil receives a $5,000 
scholarship for post-secondary 
education for being judged to 
have the “most talent and poten- 
tial.” 

The high schools of each of the 


six pupils will receive $500 in 
grants for continuing arts pro- 
grams. 

“It’s a wonderful opportunity 
for the talented students at 
BRHS to gain experience in audi- 
tioning for a competition,” said 
Sharon Mustaklem, music 
teacher. 

Applications are available in 
the Humanities - Performing 
Arts office, Music office, English 
office, from Alice Akins , or Dolly 
Davis. 

Applications must be sub- 
mitted no later than Oct. 15. On 
the application, a person who has 
legitimate knowledge in the art 
must confirm the applicant’s 
interest. There is no application 
fee. 

Performances will be judged 
on over-all excellence and con- 
vincing expressiveness of the 
artist. 

All of the performances must 
be memorized. The visual arts 
and literature entries are due at 
The Children’s Museum on Dec 
18. 


Black maintained that the 
system did not have enough 
money in its projected budget for 
such a plan. 

Diana Stricter, the president of 
IEA, said that the expenditures 
of IPS have been grossly over- 
estimated for the past three 
years and that the surplus money 
at the end of each year should 
have rightly gone to the teachers. 
This is where the two sides stood 
as school began this semester, 
and three weeks later, a com- 
promise had been reached. 

With the agreement on the con- 
tract, differences may seem to 
have been settled, but there are 
many teachers who are not 
pleased with either IPS or IEA. 
Sarah Hack, math teacher, sees 
the low teacher raises as a de- 
finite deterrent to new teachers 
seeking a job. Most of the sur- 
rounding township schools pay 
more than IPS does, and 
teachers might very well be 
enticed to work there. 

Doris Young and Gloria 


Hasler, two BR humanities 
teachers, are not pleased with 
the IEA’s management of teach- 
ers’ affairs. 

Neither belongs to the union, 
but they have written a letter ex- 
plaining their grievances. The 
first is that IEA will take money 
from them, over $300 each year, 
and claim to represent them, but 
they can cast no vote deciding 
the fate of their salaries, like' 
union teachers do. Secondly, 
Young feels that threatening a 
strike for weeks and asking 
teachers to picket tl^e Education 
Building lowers the image of 
teachers in the view of the gen- 
eral public. “We are profession- 
als, who have careers, not jobs, 
and who want to teach.” 

Both IPS and IEA agree that 
the present procedure is the best 
way to handle contract disputes. 
According to Young, the political 
manuvering of both parties 
detracts from the problem of 
giving a quality education to stu- 
dents. 


Academic help is 
here for pupils 

NHS tutors pupils 


By ANN KLEIN 

The National Honor Society 
(NHS) is offering tutoring for 
any BR pupil in need of help. 

There are 10 NHS members 
in the library during fourth and 
fifth periods every day of the 
week to assist pupils. 

Subjects that they help in are 
math, English, science, and 
social studies. 

Judy Cassell, senior, and 
NHS member, said that they 
can help at other times besides 


tutoring arrangements outside 
the fourth or fifth Deriods. 

All teachers were notified 
about the service. Cassell said 
that teachers are supposed to 

send a student to the library 
with some kind of homework 
with which a tutor can help. 

Julie Brooks, senior, said that 
there hasn’t been a lot of stu- 
dents, taking advantage of the 
service. There have been many 
success stories from last year. 


266-4300 



Diol-o-Teocher 


The IPS school system is 
helping pupils with their 266- 
4300 Dial-A-Teacher line. 

Sarah Hack, math teacher for 
BR and the line, said, “It’s a 
service where any student can 
have individual help with 
homework.” 

Pupils may call Mon. -Thurs. 
from 5:00 until 8:00 p.m. Hack 
said that when you call, a 
secretary will take your name 
and phone number and will then 
have a teacher call you back. 

The subjects they tutor on are 
English, math, science, and 
social studies. 


Teachers from BR involved 
in the program are Hack and 
Debbie Williams, English 
teacher. While Williams is on 
maternity leave, Quintella 
Wright, English teacher, is 
taking her place. 

Dial-A-Teacher has averaged 
15,000 calls a year since they 
started in 1981. 

Hack also said that surpris- 
ingly they’ve mainly had calls 
from the county schools rather 
than IPS. “BRHS pupils should 
take advantage of this program 
whenever they’re in need of 
outside help,” she said. 
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Review 

‘Big Easy’ sleazy 
but compelling 


Critic’s 

By 

DERON 

OVERPECK 

Corner 


Is a cop who gets his job done 
well but looks the other way in 
certain cases in exchange for 
certain monetary and culinary 
favors still a good cop? 

That’s the question “The Big 
Easy” asks as it follows the in- 
vestigation of a New Orleans 
homicide department for police 
corruption by the Justice 
Department. 

Remy McSwain is a good cop. 
He can glean facts from even the 
barest of interviews. But he also 
takes money from the Widows 
and Orphans Fund and free 
meals from local chefs. 

Anne Osborne is a lawyer with 
the justice department investi- 
gating McSwain. In the name of 
information, he wines, dines and 
eventually beds her. Despite her 
attempts to end their relation- 
ship for ethical reasons, their re- 
lationship flourishes. 

Then McSwain gets nabbed in 
a payoff scam. Anne winds up 
prosecuting McSwain and 
refuses to have anything to do 
with him outside of the court- 
room. 

So not only does McSwain have 
to worry about solving murder 
cases and an apparent gang war, 
he has to get Anne back. 


Despite an occasional red her- 
ring or cliche, “The Big Easy” is 
a compelling, fascinating film. 
You can feel the neon sleaze of 
seedy New Orleans. Director Jim 
McBride (“Breathless”) has 
captured the feel of the South 
perfectly. 

And aside from some occasion- 
al convoluted plot twists, Daniel 
Petrie Jr’s screenplay moves 
quickly and keeps the viewer 
interested. 

Ellen Barkin is perfect as the 
repressed Anne. With her hair up 
in a bun, Barkin perfectly 
portrays confused chaste— she 
looks like a big pumpkin. But 
when her hair is down she is 
oddly attractive, almost sex- 
kittenish. 

Dennis Quaid is good as the 
smooth-talking McSwain, 
although his accent slips at 
times. Sleazy but sexy, Quaid 
makes a great lead. 

“The Big Easy” is a great 
time. Some people may have a 
hard time following the plot, but I 
highly recommend the film. 
Rated R for profanity, gory 
corpses, some steamy sexual en- 
counters and brief nudity, “The 
Big Easy” earns four reels. 




Letter to the editor 

Fans need good manners 


Please don’t boo our players 
down there; 

To me they’re sons, you see; 

They’re just young men you 
know, 

They mean the world to me. 

I did not coach these players, 
dear fan, 

For you to call them names; 

We may not all be a superstar 

And, these are just high school 
games. 

So, please don’t knock those 
players down there, 

They do the best they can; 

They’ve never tried to lose a 
game, 

They’re young players and 
you’re just a fan. 

This game belongs to them ; you 
see, 

You’re really just a guest; 

They do not need a fan that 
gripes, 

They need the very best. 

If you have nothing nice to say; 


Please leave the players alone, 
And, if you’ve forgot your 
manners, 

Why don’t you stay at home! 

So, please don’t boo those players 
down there, 

Each one’s his parents’ son, 
And win or lose or tie, you see 
To me, they’re number one! 

— adapted from the poem 
“If The Shoe Fits” 

Coach Haynes W.H.B.L. 
Work Hard & BE LOYAL 
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Letter to the editor 

Parking bugs area resident 


To the editor of the Riparian- 
Echo: 

I read your editorials of 
September 25 with considerable 
interest. The paper came into my 
hands as I am a journalism 
advisor at a high school that ex- 
changes newspapers with Broad 
Ripple. More importantly in this 
case, I am a resident of Haver- 
ford Avenue, the topic of your 
parking editorial. 

First off, there appears to be a 
foregone conclusion in this 
case— students are already park- 
ing on Haverford Avenue, 
extending south of 61st Street on 
some days. The no parking signs 
in question are posted only along 
the northern portion of the street. 
I have presumed that is to insure 
free access to 62nd Street and the 
Flanner and Buchanan funeral 
home, and not as a concession to 
the concerns of Haverford resi- 
dents. 

My greatest concern is the line 
“Haverford is the perfect solu- 
tion.” I am afraid that is most 


assuredly not the case. Even this 
early in the year I find myself 
angry about the situation and 
tired of my mess-cleaning each 
day. Yesterday I picked up an 
empty yogurt container, 
cigarette butts, an empty 
cigarette pack, an old grammar 
assignment, a coke can and a 
discarded notepad. As I walked 
my toddler down the street, I 
found every single yard was 
liberally “blessed” with such 
gifts from negligent students. 
The irony is that yesterday was 
our trash pick-up day and the 
street was lined with garbage 
cans. 

Please understand that I am 
not insensitive to students in gen- 
eral or their needs. I teach high 
school, and it is one of the joys of 
my life. But I also have a hefty 
monthly payment for my home 
and immense pride in the way it 
looks . . . and I’m angry. I’m 
angry that traffic’s so bad in the 
morning I can hardly get out of 
my driveway. I’m angry to find 


students smoking on my curb at 
midday. (Why are they there? 
Early dismissal? Cutting class?) 
I’m angry that the things my 
toddler finds to explore on her 
walks are not leaves and flowers, 
but someone’s waste. 

If it becomes apparent that the 
school system will do nothing to 
better the parking situation, then 
parking on Haverford becomes 
the students’ responsibility. At 
this time, the residents have 
minimal control over this situa- 
tion on our street. I ask, even 
demand, respect for the neigh- 
borhood. 

Elizabeth Ellis 
Editor’s Note: 

The editorial did mention the 
need for pupils to show maturity 
and politeness by not discarding 
trash in yards along Haverford. 

A source at Flanner and 
Buchanan said parking along 
Haverford would not necessarily 
hinder its services since the 
funeral processions leave via 
Broad Ripple Avenue. 


Editorial 

School spirit needs boost 


School spirit: where was it? 

The Student Council designated the 
week of Sept. 21-25 as Spirit Week. 
Certain days were assigned certain 
themes: Monday, Toga Day; Tuesday, 
50s and ’60s Day; Wednesday was 
Color Clash Day; Thursday was Turn- 
about Day; and Friday was School 
Spirit Day. 

As anyone barely observant 
noticed, few people dressed in togas, 
tie dye shirts, clashing colors, clothes 
of the opposite sex or in black and 
orange. Why? 

Perhaps the reason is that the 
themes assigned were hackneyed. 
Togas have lost popularity— “Animal 
House” was ten years ago. Everyone is 
so tired of reading about the Summer 
of Love that hardly anybody wanted to 


carrv it over into the school year. Color 
Clash Day was and is a misbegotten 
idea -how many people are willing to 
dress in light blue and fluorescent 
orange even for school spirit? 

Turnabout Day was the most 
popular day of the week— evidently, 
there are quite a few closet trans- 
vestites at BR. And if the administra- 
tion wants to see spirit on School Spirit 
Day, changing the school colors from 
black and orange should be con- 
sidered. Not even Mr. Glenn dressed in 
school clothes on Friday. 

But even if the themes for Spirit 
Week were tired, BR pupils still owe 
support to their school. Pupils should 
dress despite tired ideas and poor 
school colors. We should be proud of 
BR and be willing to show it. 
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Rock J jams 
at Ripple 

By MICK VAN LOON 
Russell Johnson is his name 
and freaking out is his game. 
Rock J, as he prefers to be called, 
claims to be a musician, a come- 
dian, a photographer and an 
actor. And if that wasn’t quite 
enough, he also tries hard to be 
weird. He’s certainly different. 

“First let’s talk about my 
music,” said Johnson. “Right 
now, the one thing I’m interested 
in is getting my demo tape done. 
All rap, all fresh. I’ve been work- 
ing on it all summer long. Brian 
(the DJ) and I are really dedi- 
cated. Personally, I think it’s 
jammin’!” 

“Still, I consider the Rock J 
thing more or less as an alter- 
ego. Rock J and Russ are two dif- 
ferent people. The Russ in the 
studio is different. He’s really 
serious there. It’s weird.” 

Johnson is serious about 
making music and collecting it. 
“My tape collection contains 
about 350 tapes. Bootlegs and 
everything. I started buying 
them in sixth grade, and I just 
can’t stop” 

He also enjoys photography. 
“Anyone can take a picture of 
someone’s face. But me, I like 
giving insight into the person. 
I’m a yearbook photographer 
now. I am sick of this starchy 
stuff, expect something differ- 
ent.” 

“I’m an actor. I feel good act- 
ing. I won best Cameo perform- 
ance in last years' Ripples for 
playing Lucifer, the gay devil. 
Wearing red Long Johns on stage 
was something I’m kind of proud 
of.” Johnson is also in One Acts 
this year where he said he is 
playing another jerk. 

“I like to entertain people. 
Whether I’m rapping, acting or 
just goofing around, if I’m mak- 
ing someone happy, I’m happy.” 




Clockwise from the left are: Ann Klein, Shaleen King, 
Mike Robinson, Pamela Wilson, juniors; Ingrid Rock- 
strom, sophomore; Amy Ketner and Kristen Lively, jun- 
iors. They were showing their spirit at the pep session, 
Sept. 25, for Homecoming. (Dumas photo) 



Orange Aid members pose as they decorate their 
float for Homecoming. From the left: Quita Knazze, 
Sabaea Pipkin, Robin Jones, Dionne Kiser, Daisy 
Sanders, Diana Wilson, and Andrei Ford. (Lee photo) 


News Briefs 

Pizza 

The varsity and Jr. varsity soccer team is selling homemade 
pizzas to raise money. Pizza kits are being purchased and the 
soccer mothers are assembling them and selling them for $7.00 
each. Buy a pizza and support your BRHS soccer team. 

Physics Club 

The Physics Club will be going to Indiana University for the 
math and science open house for all high school students Oct. 17. 

Dance 

The second semi-annual Humanities and Performing Arts 
Dance will be held Sat., Oct. 24, at8:30p.m. until 11:00 p.m. more 
information will be available in the next issue of the Riparian- 
Echo. 



Music dept, plans 
‘Fantasticks’ play 


By LYDIA AMERSON 

What is the longest running 
musical ever? Oklahoma? South 
Pacific? 

No, that record belongs to 
“The Fantasticks,” with an 
incredible 27 years on stage. As a 
matter of fact, it is still playing 
Off-Broadway today. 

The BRHS music department 
has chosen “The Fantasticks,” 
written by Tom Jones and 
Harvey Schmidt, as this year’s 
musical. 

Auditions will be Oct. 13 and 14, 
and are open to members of the 
music department. 

“ ‘The Fantasticks’ is based on 
the play ‘The Romancers’ by 
Edmund Rostand,” said Lucinda 
Paul, Director. “It is a simple 
story about the pain of growing 
up.” 

In the musical, two young 


lovers, Matt and Luisa, are pur- 
posely kept apart by their 
fathers. The parents do this not 
to keep them apart, but, feel this 
is the surest way to make the two 
children fall in love. 

Matt becomes tired with the 
relationship and decides to see 
the world. Out in the world Matt 
almost dies, and Luisa comes to 
his rescue. 

Originally, the musical had 
eight cast members on a bare 
stage, but Paul has plans of 
adding a chorus and changing 
the staging to involve more 
pupils. 

“It will be difficult holding the 
cast down to 30 members, with 
all of the talent in the music 
department,” Paul said. 

“The Fantasticks” will be 8 
p.m. Nov. 20 and 21 on the BR 
stage. 
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Putt it! 


Betsy Noyes, junior, concentrates on getting in her 
final putt of the match. She made it. (Pappas photo) 


Golf struggles; 

looks to future 


By CHRIS OTTO 

At the end of girls’ golf season 
the team is very happy with its 
attitude and improvements. 

The team finished with two 
wins over Brebeuf and Arlington 
and a tie with Speedway. 

“The team’s record wasn’t 
great this year, but we were very 
enthusiastic and had a great atti- 
tude,” said Susan Moffatt, a 
senior and four year team mem- 
ber. 

The players seemed to agree 
that Susan Moffatt and Anne 
Crawford were the team leaders 
this year. “We’re really going to 
miss our seniors, Anne and 
Susan,” Betsy Noyes remarked. 

This year’s team wasn’t only 
on the seniors’ shoulders but the 
coach Sandy Fenstermaker also 


was a tremendous help. “Sandy 
Fenstermaker would give our 
goals and something to play for; 
she’s great!” exclaimed Anne 
Crawford, senior. 

This year’s starters included 
Moffatt (medalist against 
Chatard), Crawford, k Stacy 
Howard, junior, (medalist 
against Arlington), Amy God- 
froy, Kristin Johnson, and Betsy 
Noyes. 

With the loss of two great play- 
ers as well as leaders like 
Moffatt and Crawford, the team 
still has a great future. 

“Next year’s team will be 
great with all the new players we 
got this year,” said Moffatt. “I’m 
really looking forward to leading 
a great ‘family’ next year as a 
senior,” added Howard. 


Sports Notes 


Both the Boys’ Wrestling and Basketball teams have begun 
preseason running and weightlifting. 


Charles Miles, junior, running back leads the city in scoring 
with 68 points on the year. 


Bryan Madden, senior, was listed in the Indianapolis Star as 
one of the two top football prospects in the state. 


Girls’ volleyball continues success 


By ERIC OTTO 

Continuing their success from 
last year, Broad Ripple’s varsity 
volleyball team has a record of 7- 
5 heading into the homestretch of 
the season. 

The team has experienced 
many high points this season. 
These include a victory over 
Scecina, the first victory ever for 
Broad Ripple over a Catholic 
school. 

A victory over the Manual 
Redskins early in the season was 
exciting because the team had 
had very limited practice time 
due to the construction in the 
boys’ gym. 

Broad Ripple has also con- 
tinued its dominance over other 
IPS schools by losing only to 
Tech once in two years. 

Janice Verplank, head coach, 
said, “Even though this team 
may be physically smaller than 
other schools, what they lack in 
height, they’ve more than made 
up for with spirit.” 

Verplank did note than Pam 
Person, senior, has a vertical 
jump of 25 inches, and all year 


she has been a very consistent 
spiker for the team. 

“Playing in the Lafayette 
Tournament earlier this year 
really gave us some good experi- 
ence against top caliber volley- 
ball teams,” Verplank said. 

The team plans to participate 
in the upcoming tournament at 
Westfield against Western 
Boone, Brownsburg, and West- 
field. 

Verplank is hoping the team 
will do well in order to prepare 
for the city volleyball tourna- 
ment scheduled for the week of 
Oct. 5-10. 

Drawing Ritter . in the first 
round of the city, Verplank was 
less than enthusiastic about 
Broad Ripple’s chance of moving 
into the second round. 

“An all IPS school tournament 
is another possibility,” Verplank 
said. 

Even though there has been no 
formal announcement, plans 
have been drawn up for a tourna- 
ment which would feature 
strictly IPS schools. 

Verplank said, “Ripple would 


be heavily favored because of 
our record against IPS schools 
the last two years.” 

The team is relatively young 
with only three seniors, four 
juniors and one sophomore on the 
varsity squad. 

Shan Anderson, Pam Person 
and Michelle Price share the 
senior captain title. 

Other team members are 
Wendy Greenburg, Lisa Ireland, 
Jenny Marcum, and Monique 
Smith, all juniors. 

Angela Buescher is the team’s 
only sophomore. 

The entire coaching staff is 
also proud of the fact that all but 
four people on the team are on 
the honor roll. 

Verplank is extremely pleased 
about the freshmen on the junior 
varsity team. 

Person said, “This is the best 
JV team we’ve had in four years. 
I hope they continue to be loyal.” 

With sectional play at the end 
of the month the team is now 
focusing on having a good stretch 
of matches in order to be ready 
for the state tournament. 



Scoreboard 

Boys’ Tennis 


5 Northwest o 

5 Howe o 

5 Scecina o 

4 Manual l 

5 Washington 0 

5 Ritter o 

Volleyball 

15-15 Scecina 13-10 

13-13 Brebeuf 15-15 

15-15 Washington 3-12 

8-15-9 Cathedral 15-8-15 

15-15 Lutheran 3-12 

3- 3 Chatard 15-15 

12- 7 Tech 15-15 

8-14 Pike 15-16 

15-15 Park-Tuaor 3-4 

15-15 Arlington 10-10 

15-15 Northwest 5-10 

15-15 Manual 10-12 



During the Homecoming 
pep session, James Fox, 
senior; Sean Henry, fresh- 
man, and Chris Pullins, 
senior, on drums rock to 
the beat while Phillip 
Greenwood, junior and 
Scott Bridges, freshman, 
play along. (Dumas photo) 



Breakdown! 

Showing their spirit are: Sam Hudson 
junior; Phillip Pruitt, junior; Dax Peter- 
son, sophmore; Clifton Lyles, junior; 
Peter Lacy, Andy Allison, Marcus 


Washington, Eric Otto, Clifford Barlow, 
seniors; Tony Williams, Cyrus Buckley, 
Devin Willis, and Ben Sayles, sophmores 
. (Dumas photo) 


mm 




